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Blackwater River.

By the summer of 1776, the
Committee of Safety came to realize
the burdensome complexities of
creating and maintaining the new navy.
A five-member Navy Board was set up
to “superintend and direct all matters
and things to the navy relating.” Chief
among the new board’s problems was
developing an infrastructure to support
the fleet. Shipyards were established
at Frazer’s Ferry on the Mattapony
River, at Fredricksburg on the
Rappahannock and near present day
Toano on the Chickahominy. Loyalist
Andrew Sproule’s yard at Gosport
came into State hands after Dunmore
departed Virginia in August 1776. The
Board built a ropewalk at Warwick on
the James, set up magazines and
appointed naval agents for each of the
state’s rivers.

Their best efforts, however, could
not overcome the chronic shortage of
cannon and skilled seaman. Atthe time
of the Revolution, America generally
and Virginia specifically, lacked the
industrial base required to produce
arms in quantity. Authorities were
forced to rely on captured stocks,
foreign purchase, and later, direct
French aid. Throughout the war,
Virginia ships were under-gunned. The
burning of Norfolk had the effect of
driving out the colony’s largest source
of trained seamen. Moreover, many
sailors living in Virginia were
foreigners who felt no particular
allegiance to the revolutionary cause.
The majority chose to enlist with
loyalist privateers.

One result of the lack trained
seamen was the state’s heavy reliance
on row galleys which could be operated
with a higher percentage of landsmen
in their crews. Another technique was
to transfer crewmen from ship to ship
to meet momentary needs to the
detriment of sailors’ morale. This
action together with uncertain wages
and rations, led to a desertion rate
among seamen of 16%, more than
double that of land forces.

After the departure of Lord
Dunmore’s force from Norfolk to
Gwin’s Island in Gloucester County in

May 1776, and then to New York in
August 1776, naval operations entered
a lull that lasted nearly three years.
Newly appointed Navy Commissioner
James Maxwell continued construction
and arming of Virginia vessels. Their
employment, however, was limited to
anti-loyalist operations, rather than in
engaging the Royal Navy. Thomas
Jefferson expressed his frustration on
this issue to the president of the
Continental Congress when he wrote,

“A British prize
would be a more rare
phenomenon here than
a comet, because one
has been seen, but the
other never was.”

-Thomas Jefferson
writing about the status of
the Virginia Navy

“a British prize would be a more rare
phenomenon here than a comet,
because one has been seen, but the
other never was.”

This quiet interval ended with a
vengeance on May 8, 1779 with the
arrival of a large British fleet under
Commodore George Collier. Under
orders to deny the resources of the
Chesapeake Bay to Congress, Collier
took or destroyed 137 vessels. The
Gosport shipyard was demolished
together with the 28-gun frigate
Virginia being built by state authorities
for the continental government.
Although Collier quickly departed on
May 24, the blow struck to the state
had been grievous.

In the wake of Collier’s raid, the
Virginia State Navy underwent a
complete reorganization. The Navy
Board was dissolved. Its duties were
taken over by a newly formed Board
of War headed by James Innes. James
Barron, the third Commodore of the
Virginia Navy (after Boucher and his

successor on the Potomac, Walter
Brooke), also served on the five-member
Board. The decision was madeto change
from many small vessels to fewer but
larger ones more able to stand up to Royal
Navy ships. The legislature voted to sell
two large galleys and six smaller ones.
Their guns and equipment were to be
retained for use on the vessels remaining
on active duty. Unfortunately, this
decision came at the low point of
Continental naval activity. No buyers
could be found for any of the galleys. To
attract the seamen needed for the planned
larger vessels, bounties of land were
offered to those who would enlist for the
duration of the war. Another irritant was
removed with the promise that vessels
and their crews would remain on one
station.

Throughout the rest of 1779 and
1780, the Board of War worked
diligently to bring the navy into a state
of readiness. Some successes were
achieved. The pilot boats Liberty and
Patriot, in concert with the brig
Jefferson, captured a number of
loyalist privateers. But on Oct. 20,
1780, disaster struck again in the form
of a fleet of fifty-four British vessels
under Commodore George Gayton.
Hampton, Suffolk and Portsmouth
were occupied, and those Virginia
ships unable to flee were taken and
destroyed. Again the occupation was
short. The chagrin felt by the State’s
navy, however, was great.

It was compounded by the
appearance on Dec. 30 of a 1600-man
force under the command of Gen.
Benedict Arnold. After seizing much
of the Hampton Roads area, Amold did
what his predecessors had not. He
continued up the James River to
Richmond destroying the state cannon
foundry at Westham. Arnold then
returned to Portsmouth without
attacking the Chickahominy shipyard.
Governor Jefferson made a frantic
effort to ready a naval force to oppose
the British. Such state ships as could
be immediately fitted out were joined
by privateers and merchantmen
impressed info state service. In April
1781, Amold returned up the James to
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Editor’s Note:

The Museum Sage

HRNM’s Question & Answer Column

Welcome to the premier of “The Museum Sage,” the Hampton Roads Naval

Museum’s question & answer column. Here, we will attempt to answer any and all questions relating
to the history of the U.S. Navy here in Hampton Roads, museum exhibits or anything else you can think
of. Ifyou have a question for a future column, write to the Editor of The Day Book c/o The Hampton
Roads Naval Museum, 1 Waterside Drive, Norfolk, VA 23510-1607 or call (804) 444-8971. Under-
stand that while the Museum Sage is smart, he can not answer questions like when the Chicago Cubs
will win the World Series or when your next pay raise will come. So, with that said, let us get right to

the questions.

Where did the name “Hampton
Roads” come from?

This is one of the most hotly debated
topics among the museum’s volunteers
and one of the most frequently asked
questions by visitors. Since it is such a
complex issue, the editor has asked
museum docent Preston Turpin to
write an article on the topic. It can be
found on page 9 of this issue of The
Daybook.

Why are U.S. Navy ships
painted gray?

The color gray makes a ship more
difficult to see at long range while out
on patrol. Gray, however, is not the
only color used. On occasion, the Navy
will paint a ship white, to reflect the
rays of the sun, if it is going to serve in
the Persian Gulf for extended periods
of time.

If you ever see a Canadian warship,
you will notice that is painted a blue-
green color to match the Arctic
environment in which it patrols.

Between the 1880’s and World War
I, U.S. Navy ships had a “peace color”
white and buff paint scheme and a “war
color” slate gray scheme.

The editor made two mistakes in
the last issue...

Yes, he did and now we will correct
his mistakes. Museum docent Gurley
Ritter notice that on page 7, the photo
caption said that Jamie Swanson went
to boot camp. Gurley pointed out that
Army recruits do not go to boot camp,

but to basic training.

The second mistake involved the
article on USS America. It was written
that America’s bombers dropped the
Than Hoa/Paul Doumer Bridge. The
correct North Vietnamese name for the
Paul Doumer bridge is the Long Bien
bridge.

Why do carriers have angled
Sflight decks?

The modern U.S. Navy aircraft
carrier has an angled flight deck for two
reasons: efficiency and safety. A
carrier with an angled flight deck is
more efficient because the carrier can
then launch aircraft while being able
to have other aircraft on deck ready for
action. It is safer because if a plane
misses its landing approach, it can
always power up and try again with no
danger of colliding with other aircraft
on deck.

See the diagram below.

In the “Flying Squadron”
exhibit, there is a bell from the
gunboat USS Memphis (PG-7)
with the year 1897 on it.
Newport News Shipbuilding
launched the Memphis in 1895.
Why the different years?

For every ship, there are three dates
assigned to it: when the keel was laid
down, when the ship was finished and
when it was commissioned. USS
Memphis was laid down Aug. 9, 1894,
launched Oct. 19, 1895 and finally
commissioned Aug. 19, 1897.

What’s coming up in the next
issue of The Day Book?

Submarines will be the topic of the
next issue of The Day Book. 4

The editor would like to thank HRNM docent
John Simanton for his assistance with this
article.

Aircrafi can either be launched, or

Emergency barrier
Jor damaged aircraft

attempting to land arresting wires.

during landing, it can power up
and try again if it misses the

Other planes can be
readied and parked
here.

Arresting wires for
recovering aircraft

A dual deck carrier, USS America (CV-66)



Would the Real Hampton Roads

Please Step Forward?

by Preston Turpin

ne of the most frequently asked

questions by museum visitors

is, “Where does the name
Hampton Roads come from?”

Geographically speaking,
“Hampton Roads” is the confluence
of the James River, Nansemond River
and Elizabeth River. It begins at
Newport News Point on the north shore
and Craney Island on the south shore.
It ends where it joins the Chesapeake
Bay at Old Point Comfort on the north
shore and Willoughby Spit on the south
shore.

The name Hampton Roads dates
back to the days of the Jamestown
colony. A group of investors put
together a company known as the
Virginia Company in the early part of
the 1600’s and operated under a charter
from the King of England. One of the
original, and most senior, investors was
the Earl of Southampton, a gentleman
by the name of Henry Wriothesly
(pronounced Rizley). The company
subsequently named this waterway
after him. The term “road” is short for
“roadstead” which is a safe harbor,
hence the name “Hampton Roads.” In
the United States, an example of
another body of water that uses the
word “roads” is “Roosevelt Roads” in
Puerto Rico.

The city of Hampton was
established as a village in 1610 on the
site of an earlier Indian village. By
1630, the Virginia Company
designated it a trading post. In 1680,
the Virginia Assembly upgraded it
from a village to a town and designated
it a port.

However, even though the city of
Hampton and the Roads both were
named after the Earl of Southampton,
there is no legal connection between
the two names. The town of Hampton
then and the City of Hampton today
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does not own the land underneath
Hampton Roads, nor does it have any
more rights to such land than Norfolk
or Newport News. Under the original
grant it would have been the property
of the Crown. After the American
Revolution, it would follow that such
rights would devolve to the
Commonwealth of Virginia and not
any town bordering on the said roads.
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Further Reading

Dabney, Virginius: Virginia: The New
Dominion, Charlottesville, VA.
University of Virginia Press, 1983.

The Hornbook of Virginia History,
edited by Emily J. Salmon and Edward

D. C. Campbell, Jr. Richmond, VA.
The Library of Virginia, 1994, 4%



Yolunteexr News & Notes

by EMCS (SS) Brian “Mac”McMurtrie

A Special Thanks

The museum would like to thank
the volunteers that were of assistance
during two special events held in
September. This includes Joe
Mosier and Preston Turpin, who
worked the SACLANT (Supreme
Allied Commander, Atlantic) event,
and Bob Tye and Bill Colona, who
worked the credit union event. They
were great events and fun for all.
Thanks to all docents for their help.
A number of tours have been
provided for various groups of
visitors, always with good
comments. We also received
numerous positive comments from
the great number of visitors that
came to the museum.

Volunteer Interest

Oct. 3 marked the beginning of a
new docent training class. It runs
every Tuesday and Thursday until
Nov. 30. A lot of interest was shown
prior to the start of class, but
attendance has been smaller than
originally projected. The
perspective docents are enthusiastic
and knowledgeable. I welcome them
to our program. For those of you

who prefer relating to groups, there
are several slots open on the
weekends.

Congratulations

The following docents have
presently achieved, or soon will
achieve, noteworthy volunteer hours.
The following are recognized for
volunteering a 100 hours: Mark
Sanderson, Luther Beck and Steve
Belechak.

For volunteering 200 hours, the
museum recognizes Miriam Burgess,
Leon Chevallay and Charlie Devine.
Preston Turpin (writer of the
Hampton Roads article on page 9)
volunteered a 100 hours this year and
will soon reach the 250 hours mark.

The following are exceptional
achievements: Eleanor DiPeppe and
model builder Bob Comet have
volunteered close to 200 hours for this
year. Eleanor DiPeppe has
volunteered 400 hours total as have
Gurley Ritter and Jud Hill.

Ralph Preston has achieved the
500 hour mark as of Sept. 11, only the
second docent to achieve this mark.
The first to achieve 500 hours was

Hunt Lewis, who reached the 700
hour mark during the first week of
October.

The editor of The Daybook would
like to pass on his thanks to the
volunteers who have contributed
articles to the newsletter. They are Joe
Mosier, Shayne Whiting, Preston
Turpin and Heather Burnett. The
editor would also like to thank Jack
Robertson and John Simanton for
their help in answering historical and
technical questions. To those people
who have been subjects of newsletter
articles, special thanks to: Jud Hill,
Miriam Burgess, Harrell Forrest,
Gurley Ritter, Henry Tarrall, Jack
Robertson, John Simanton, and
Charlie Devine.

Christmas Docent Party

The annual Christmas docent party
will be held Dec. 14 at 6:30 p.m. As
always, the party will feature great
food, great fun and great speeches.
Also, the museum will graduate the
current docent class and give special
recognition to some of our current
docents. Look for more details in the

mail. 2%

The Hampton Roads Naval Museum

lecture series presents:

“The Submarine Service in

Hampton Roads”

Vice Adm. George Emery
Commander Submarine Force

U.S. Atlantic Fleet

Tuesday, November 14, 7 p.m.

Living Sea Theater

10




Calendar of Noteworthy Things

November

8, 1942 Operation Torch-After
leaving Hampton Roads a few weeks
earlier, Task Force 34 begins troop
landings in Morocco. The landings
mark the official opening of the long
awaited “Second Front” in the
European Theatre.

1 1, 1921 The Washington

Naval Conference opens-The world
naval powers open a conference aimed
at limiting naval warship construction.
The resulting Washington Naval Treaty
has a profound impact on the Hampton
Roads economy as all new battleship
construction comes to a halt.

December
2, 1799 Launching of USS

Chesapeake-The 36-gun frigate
Chesapeake is Jaunched at the Gosport
Shipyard in Norfolk. It is the fifth ship
of the Navy’s six original frigates.

13, 1864 The first Ft. Fisher

expedition-Under the command of
Gen. Ben Butler, a joint Army-Navy
expedition leaves Hampton Roads in
an attempt to take the Confederate fort
at the entrance of the Cape Fear River.
The assault is a catastrophic failure.

14 Vice Adm. George Emery
will speak on the role of
submarines. To be held in the
Living Seas Theater at 7:00 p.m.
See ad on preceding page for more
details.

23 Thanksgiving Day-HRNM
Closed.

25, 1961 The 85,000 ton carrier
USS Enterprise (CVN-65) is
commissioned. It is the world’s first
nuclear power carrier.

1 3 At 7:30 p.m., Living History
Associates will present a
“Christmas at Sea” vignette. To
be held in the Living Seas

Theater.
1 4 HRNM Christmas Party
to take place at 6:30 p.m.
Look for more details A?
in the mail. .

i
25 Christmas Day- )’3' g

T

HRNM Closed. -

November Birthdays

Harold Anten

Harry Clark

Joe Mosier

Thomas O Connor ,, «
Pat Spear 100 e,

Iy

Harrell Forrest
Richard Haney
Jenro Lambaiso
Hunt Lewis
John Maiorana
Larry Warren
Peter Zink
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remedy his earlier omission and
eliminate the shipyard. Given advance
warning by the Lewis, workers at
Chickahominy burned the stores and
ships they were unable to spirit away.
Those vessels that could get underway
proceeded upriver to Osborne’s Wharf.
The seven armed ships of this flotilla
mounted 96 guns but had only 78 men
present of their normal complement of
590.

Arnold arrived at the anchorage on the
moming of April27. Within a few hours
much of the remaining strength of the
Virginia Navy was burning or sunk. The
only survivors were the Nicholson,
carrying messages on the Bay, and the
long-lived Liberty. Fortunately, Arold

was recalled in June 1781 to lead an
attack on New London, Connecticut.
British forces in the Portsmouth area were
ferried to Yorktown to join Comwallis.
It was during the siege there that the
Virginia Navy completed its war service.

After Cornwallis’ surrender, there
still remained the possibility of continued
hostilities. Leaders in the Assembly
favored maintaining a navy but
recognized the lack of money to do so.
The navy was restarted, but only the old
schooner Liberty and a newly built
Patriot survived 1783. James Barron
continued as commodore of what now
amounted to a state revenue service until
his death in 1787. On Aug. 1, 1789, the
new United States government took over

11

the enforcement of trade laws, and the
Virginia State Navy came to an end.

While that navy’s history might seem
ineffectual on its face, it did provide
valuable services during the Revolution.
In the best tradition of a “fleet in being”
it received inordinate attention from the
Royal Navy, tying up British ships that
could have been better used elsewhere.
It provided convoy support for Virginia
merchant ships, cutting down losses to
loyalist privateers. It successfully
transported soldiers and cargoes
throughout the Chesapeake region. It
also acted as the schoolhouse for such
eminent captains of the later United
States Navy as Richard Dale, Samuel
Barron and James Barron. 45



